SPELLBINDERS

Volunteers

keeping
‘theartof
storytelling
alive
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"~ _For more than 15 years, a
group of volunteers in Broom-
field have been usmg the art
of oral storytelling to offer en-
 richment opportumtles and
encourage literacy 1n thelr
. community.
The Broomfield Spellbmd-
B chapter of the national
 Spellbinders organization,
go'nSlsts of a group of dedl-
volunteers that sp
erw days each month tel Ff‘i'ng
stories. Although they primar-
ily gvork in elementary school
claSSrooms they also visit se-
nior centers and libraries. -
“I asked one of the storytell-
-ers if I could go into a class-
room with them and watch
what happens, and when they
walked into the room, the kids
went wild, and as they told a
couple of stories, the kids sat
and listened intently,” volun-
teer Wynn Montgomery said.
“And I decided right then and
there that I had to at least try
;_,that out.”

Montgomery has been
working with Spellbinders
ever since, but his relationship
to storytelling goes back to hls
Southern roots.

“1 grew up in rural Georgla
. T think everybody in that
part of the world was a story-

teller. My grandfather would
~ sit on the back porch and he
“and his buddies would tell sto-

ries and I'd lie around some-
where and listen to them,” he
saidi ot #
Beyond keeping this piece

of his history alive, storytell-
ing with the Spellbinders gives
Montgomery the opportunity

_to build and engage with the

future.

“Most of (the klds) are
hanging on every word. And
we usually have some time at
the end of the stories to have
some brief discussion about

I Who they think the good guys
ho they think the bad -

re, and it gives me a
€ to interact with that
generatlon which I wouldn’t
have otherwise,” he said.
Since joining Spellbind-

ers, Montgomery has becomeé
a staple of the organization ;

and now trains new volun-
teers who a ,.‘lookmg to join
the ranks.
. “Training was. 'ust a 11ttle bit
the history of Spellbmders,

* where it started and why we do
.it. And then a lot of it is spent
looking at how to find good

stories, and most of it is pr.

ticing,” storyteller Julie To .
per said. “We would jus ell »
stories to each other and get

feedback and discover ways of

‘how to adapt it to your style

.. and figure out what klnd of
story works best for you.”

Once training is complete,
the Storytellers begin visiting

groups of eager listeners. Just
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' .01teq=~.to jse_e hel:, and eager.

Bmomﬁeld

like | tgomery, Toepper
finds that the students she
works with are always ex-

-classrooms that was actually
de Cherokee legen 1,and after

~ hewas so proud. He said his
‘family is Native American ..
and he was just so excited
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and so proud of the fact that

_Itold a story from his back-

ground,” she said.

The Spellblnders orgam—
zation aims to use oral sto-
rytelling to enhance literacy
and encourage character de-
'velopment in their listeners,
a medium that’s equally re-
warding for the storytellers.

“Sometimes you get kin-
dergarteners love giving
hugs, and when you get ev-
erybody wanting to give
you a hug or a high five as
they’re leaving it’s always re-
ally special,” Toepper said.

Wynn Montgomery at Aspen Creek Pre-K-8.
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